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THE CANDID EXAMINER f 
Hs \ 
“EXAMINE YOURSELVES, WHETHER YE BE IN THE FAITH ; PROVE YOUROWN SELVEs.”—Paul. ar 
. : =: — =e ., ¢ 
VOX. 2.) MONTROSE, PA. OCT. 23, 1826. (FeO. 10; 
cenrmaneanD = — - ¥ } 
For the Candid Examiner. | we woul state that the conditions do not par- i 
No, IX. ticularly differ from the benefit itself.” Not \j 
Examiner Observed.—A rejoiner, &, indeed ? And is this according to the common L 
We chall devote our remarks in this No. to | Sense of mankind ? That the terms upon which my 
the subject of canditions. On this subject we || a benetit is suspended ‘* does not particularly t 
explained our views in the third part of our 2d || differ from the benefit itself?’ A Jaboting 
number, which the reader is requesied to turn |) man on the coddition of working hard | alt’ da’ 
to and examine, - recoives a bushel of grain. Now it appears’ ° 


The Editor, in his reply on this subject, ra- |} us (hat the nan would discover a particular dif- 
ther than confront the plain scriptures, with |} fercace between the cond:tion and the benefit 
the natural and necessary consequences which || itself. Andifthe Editor cannot disgover the 
are drawn from them, seems for the time te || difference otherwise, let him once make the 
yield to their force. He says, *' with what is || experiment, and see what the resuli would be! ' 
said on this point we agree, yet there may be || But perhaps he would make it out, ** as far as | 
a dispate whether ali wil comply,” &c. Here || a person repents by breaking off his sins,” &c. 
he allows that salvation is conditional ; for in || ** so far he issaved.” But salvation may be 
the place to Which he alludes, we asserted this || the immediate consequence of repentance, and 
unequivocally. Now how well he agrees with || still be © particularly different’ fromit! Again, 
what we ** said on this point,” will be seen in | « If it is held forth that holiness ts a condition 
the flowing trken from page 156, ‘ Why is | of salvation, it is also heid forth that holiness is 
this new covenant established upon better pro. || salvation.”’ If our Examiner can find any place 
mises ? Because the promises are not cond?- || in the Bible where holiness is ** set forth’, as 
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tional like the promises of that covenant which | the condition of salvation, and as salvation itself, 
was done away. If the blessings of the new co- || tn the same sense, his singular notions would 
venant are condrtional hows it estadlished ap- } derive some support from such a plan. We 
on better promises 7’ If salvation is condtrion || should hardly have said so much upon some 
al as he first concedes, and the promises of the || of these crude effusions of our friend,but that he “oy 
new covenant «re not conditional, as he sow as has thought them of so much importance to his “s 
se''s, Where is thes geatleman’s consistency ? || theory, as to repeat them! (In p. 155.) 
If the Editor can settle the difference with the We pass now to consider that part of his re- 
Eciior, we bave no objections !! * Whether || ply to our 3d number, which relates to condi- 
all will comply,” is another enquiry. To this || tians. He says, p. 155, ‘‘ what are generally ) 
we shell now attend,  *‘* All) will finally be || called the important conditions of salvation, are H 
brought to repentance towards God and faith to- || performed by God.’’ Does he believe that 
wards our Lerd Jesus Christ,” this ‘* receives || those conditions which we have shown to be re- 
very strong support from what Observer has | quired of men, (p. 137.) are unimportant? It 
communicated under his second general head, || not, they must be performed by God.” And if 
‘ Here be not only made it consistent, &c. for || the conditions of repentance and faith are ** per- 
meo to ve saved on certain conditions, but pro- || formed by God,” would it not beas preposter- 
vided efficient means, by giving his spirit to ac- || ous-to require them of man as to require him to 
complish the work But he is very much || do any other of God’s peculiar works’ Can any ; 


mistaken as to deriving any support from what || reason be given ny he is to be damned for not 
we have said. We said nothing aboutthe holy || doing God’s works? If so we would be obliged | 
spirit’s per for rming conditions for the sinner, || to this gentleman to favor us with it; for we | 
or trresistab’y foremg dim to perform them |} confess that we cannot concieve of any ! Again, 
The work o: the spirit is to convince, sanctify, || he says ‘ our salvation from beginning to end 
&ec. But it is possible for the sinner so to‘ re- || is all of God.’ Ifhe intends by this to assert 
sist the Holy Ghost,’ as notto be sanctified by | thatthe conditions are all performed by God, 
his influence ! we dissent ! 

Again, ** With regard to these conditions be- We will now notice the scriptures which he 
ing antevédent to the possession of the benefit, || allegesin support of his doctrine, ‘‘ — unto « 
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you first God having raised up his son Jesus, 
sent him to bless you. in turning away every 
one of you from his iniquities.’’ Acts 3. 25, 26. 
Those who contend for conditions to be per- 
formed by m an, support that we must of our- 
selves turn from our iniquities.” Whoever 
holds that ‘* we must of ourselves.” [by which 
we seppose is meant wi! hout the help of God] 
“turn from onr iniguities”” this is by no means 
our sentiment. And this the Editor must very 
well know. After what we had written on the 
influences and offices of the spirit, he could not 
be mistaken as to our views on this subject ! 
He continves *' Peter does not say, God sent 
Jesus to b.ess you if you will turn from your 
iniquilies, butGod sent him to bless you by 
turning every one of you from his iniquities.”’ 
Indeed the passege by no means necessarily 
implies that Jesus will turn us from our inigui- 
lies. But witheut the least violation of ‘he lan- 
guage, the words may be paraphrased thus, 
* God sent his son to bless you with forgiveness 
of sin. on conditions of your * turning every one 
of you fren: his iiquiltes,’ this meanirg ac- 
corcs perfectly with the apostle’s language in 
the 19th verse, ‘ Repent ye therefore, and be 
converted that your sins may be blotted out 
when the times of refreshing shall come from 
the Lord.’ Here, all that we contend for ts ex 
pressed Butifit be necessary more fully to 
prove that we have something to doin turning 
to God, we wili produce a few passages of the 
gnany. Which pught be quoted. ‘* Turn ye unto 
bim, from whom the children of Israel have re- 
volted.’’ * If they will hearken, and turn every 
man from his evil way,’ But if the wicked w:'! 
turn from all his sins that ne hath cormit « 
and keep my statutes’? &e. * Turn ye. turn 2: 
from your evil ways. for why will ye die / 
‘ But showed first unto them of Damascus, and 
at Jerusalem, and thronghout all the coasts o! 
Judea, and thento the Gentiles, that they shoula 
repent and turn toGod and do works meet for 
repentance, ‘ Repent ye, for 
heaven is at hand.’ flsa. 31.6. Jer. 26, 4. 
Ezek. 18. 21.—33. 11. Acts 26. 20. Mat. 3. 2.] 
Were we to quote al! the passages which go to 
prove directly or indirectly, that the co-opera. 
tion of our agency is necessary in our salvation, 
we should transcribe a great partofthe Bible. 
That God is sometimes said to turn men to him 
we willadmit. But we are to understand by 
this that he gives them power,—farnishes them 
with motives—drows them by his spirit—calls 
and admonishes them, ta (urn from their sins to 
himself. And not that he turns them as water 
power turns a wheel, or as | turn my pen. ‘This 
would be to destroy the agency of man, and 
sBneequently the morality of bis actions. 


fectand unsinning obedience. 








the kingdom of 


Again, * But now hath he,’ Jesus ‘ot! ined a 
mare excellent ministry by how much be ts the 
mediator of a better covensu! which was estab- 
lished upon dbeiter promses; why is the new coy- 
evant ‘established upen beiter promises? becanse 
the premises are not conditional,’ &c. Ip answer 
to this we observe, 1. This reason is not foun- 
ded in fact. We trust that we have made oppear 
that there are cordiiions in the new or gospel 
covenant, and indeed he has once acknowledged 
it. (inp. 140.) 2, A much more consistent and 
tbe (rue reason is, that it gives betler terms. 
It accepts of penitence and faith instead of per- 
It promises ber. 
ter things. T he old covenant promised earth/); 
things, the new heavenly. 

But finally he gives us his favorite passage, 
** Behold the days come saith the Lord when! 
will make a new covenant with the house of Is- 
rae]. and with the house of Judah, ‘I will put 
my laws into their minds, and write them io 
their hearts ; and 1 will be to them a God. and 
they shall be tome a pecple.”” * Israel and 
Judah stand here for the true people or church 
of God.” Benson. [see Gal. 7. 16.]}- And these, 
it is taken for granted, had fulfilled, and would 


continue to fulfil the cenditicns. But ‘the 
faithfulness of God is engage in the perfor- 
mance of the new coven nt.” His part of it. 


to them a God and they shall 
these are the two grand 
conditions by which the parties in this coven- 
ant are bounce. 1. ‘Iwill be your God.’ — As 
the object of religions aderition to any man, is 
that beng from whom he expects light, direc- 
tion, defence. support and happiness ; soe, God, 
promi-ing to be their Ge i, a ype in effect, to 


only t * I will be 
be to me a people,” 


sive them all these great; good things. 2. 
Ye shali be iny poople implies that they 
hovld give God their whole he arts, serve him 


dstrength, and have no o- 
dependance but 
humselfi Any conditions broken, the 
ie rendered null and void, aud the o- 
from his engagement.’ Dr. 
Clarke. So. the pessnge upen which so much 
stress is toid is nothing against conditions. 
Though they are not so ciearly expressed,they 
are cerininly implied ! 

He goes on to remark “It is a pity that God’s 
will is so shackled with conditions and = contin- 
gencies, that it never can be accomplished.” 
Answer. Contingencics, is a word which we 
have net used ; to conditions, it never 
was the will of God to seve cll, without them! 
Ascin, * We will use abetter term 


tr dicht ca 
worship 


of these 


with all the 
ther oOorect of and 
covenant 


her party alselved 


and as 


than vio- 
laste, and say that God muy change the nature of 
man in order to save him.’’ Answer. But he 


must change it in a way netto velate it! He 
proceeds ‘* Paul said, *, We look for the Saviour 
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ihe. Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change our 
vile body,’’—* according to tbe working, where - 
by he 1s able to subdue all things to himself.” 
Answer. Christ’s changing our vile body, or 
subduing all things, does notimply the conver. 
ston of all men, much less does it imply that sal- 
vation is unconditional ! This passage refers to 
the resurrection, and has nothing to do with the 
eubject under consideration! He thinks if 
‘* those who are not in a situation to under- 
stand the import of conditions, may be eaved 
nnconditionally,’’ it would potbe improper to 
wish that there never had been, oor never 
would be any but those incapable of understan- 
ding the import, and performing these condi 

tions.” He may wish that man had been made 
etherwise than what the God of infisite wisdom 
saw fitto make him. But perha;s the apos- 
tle’s reproof would net be misapplied in such a 
case. ‘* Nay, but, O man, who art thou that re- 
pliest against God-—hall tne thing formed say 
unto him that formed it, why hast thou made me 
thus?’ He continues, “ shall we couclude that 
God by ratsing up prophets, and preachers to 
instruct us inthe way of salvation, and by giv- 
ing us powers of intellect to understand it, will 
effect the endless damnation of many ?’* It is 
the abuse of these mercies which effects ‘ the 
endless damnation of’ any, it is by no means to 
be laid to God’s charge! He proceeds, ‘* and 
willthe works of his goodness eventuate in 
greater evil than good 7’ That * the works of 
God’s gooduess”’ are so abused as to * eventu- 
ate in evil,” is atact which comes under every 
day’s observation How often are those bles- 
‘sings which were designed to serve the purpo- 
ses of human happiness, made the instruments 
ef the greatest human misery ? And this mise- 
ry is in general, proportionate to the amount of 
mercies abused !--And may vot sinners * turn 
the grace of God into lisciviousness,’ * treasure 
up to themselves wrath against the day of 
wrath,’ by‘ rejecting the council of God a- 
gainst themselves ;’ and so the word which was 
designed for their salvation,’ be ‘a saviour of 
death unto death’ unto them? Certainly all 
this is plain, both from experience and the 
word of God! But as to ‘*the work of God's 
goodness eventuating in greater evil than good,’ 
fit be intended to apply universally, it is a 
consequence which we disclaim, and 
which never can fairly be drawo from any 
thing we have advanced. But if it be intended 
to apply on/y, to the individual person who a- 
buses goodness, then it may be acknowledged 
that the evil which flows from the abuse of these 
mercies is greater than the good which he would 
have received, by a faithful improvement ot it. 
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REPLY. 

Our rejoiner supposes we have involved our- 
selves in an inconsistency, because we assentec 
® certain ideas he advanced, concerning what 
lre called conditions of salvation, and also Cons 
ed that the salvation of God was suspended 1 


r » 
conditions to be performed by men. We agreec 


with what observer said on this point from the 
fact that he had just before given us to under- 
stand that what he called conditions was 
wrought ic man by the Holy Spirit. ‘These 
were his words, ** When Christ ascended to 
heaven he sent the holy spirit. to convict,sanc- 
tify, comfort and direct us. Herein he not on- 
ly made it consistent, &c. for manto be saved 
on certain conditions, bat provided efficient 
means, .bv giving his spirit to accomplish the 
gracious work.’? We could derive no idea 
irom the above, than that the gracious work to 
be accomplished by the Holy spirit, was the 
conviction, conversion and sanctification of man: 
and as Observer was pleased to cull this gra- 
cious work to be accomplished by the efficient 
means provided, conditions, we did not feel dis- 
posed to enter intoa war of words with him on 
the subject, as the meaning of the thing was of 
more consequence with us than terms. if 
there 1s any difference between us on this sub- 
ject, the difference is asfollows. We believe 
that ccnviction, repentance, &c. are wronghi in 
the soul through the influence of the spirit of 
God, which Observer calls the efficient means 
provided. Observer belicves they are not, or 
else we are agreed. What his real belief is on 
this point, or whether he has asteady betief, is 
difficult to deciie. From his various siate- 
the conclusion would sometimes be 
drawn,that the work of grace in the heartis per- 
formed by God ; other times, that this work is 
performed by man, and at others, that part ts of 
God and part of min. It is generally believed 
that conviction is the beginning of a work of 
grace, and Observer says that the boly spirit 
was sent to convict. Repentance is also a work 
of grace, and it is written, that the ‘* coodaees 
of God leadeth us to repentance,” by which we 
learn that God is the moving cayse of repen- 
tance. Peter also ‘testified that ** him, (that is 
Christ) hath God exalted with bis right hand 
to be a prince and a saviour. for to give repen. 

tance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.” Thus 
repentance is a gift. On a former remark that 
the conditions do not particularly differ from 

ine benefit itself, Orserver thouzht tv Jisprove 
by introducing a comparison of a * Jabering 
man on the condition of working hard all day, 
receives a bushel of grain. Now it appears to 


; us that the man would discover 4 particular 
" difference between the condition and the benef? 
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itseif.2. In this comparison two ideas are & 

eeiced worthy of notice. First, that there ts 

YO".s particular a diflerence between repentarce, 

* $c. (which Observer calls conditions of saiva- 
| | tion) and salvation itself as between a man’s 
mre, working bard all day and the wages he receives 
as his hire. Secondly, that salvation is as much 
suspenced cn the works ofthe creature as the 
wages of an birelingare on bis labors. If Ob 
server is not disposed io abide the consequen- 


ces of his representing the great salvation of 


God and the conditions on which it ts suspended 
hy a hard days work and a bushel of grain for 
its reward, be can withdraw bis comparison. 
Butto return to the main point in dispute ; we 
guoted the tollowing in proof thatGéd through 
Christ chances the hesrtand turns sinners from 
their inquires. “Unto you fret God having 
raised up bic son Jesus, sent him to bless you, 
| in turning away every one of you from your in- 
: 


iq: ‘es.’ Gbhserver introduces the following 
as i) o meaning of St. Peter: **Godsent bis son 


4 
to bless you, with forciveness of sins, on con- 
, dition of ycurturning every one of you from 
i his iniquitics.”’ The language of St. Petercer- 
tainly does net co rry any such idea, and if Pe 
| 4 ter did sot mean as he said, why did he not say 


ashe meant. Also where does Observer de- 
rive iss euthority to say that Peter meant di- 
rectly diflere:t ‘ron@what he said. Peter said 
Gid sent Christ “to bless youin turning away 
¢ every one of yon trom bis torquities.”? Obser- 
i ver says “God sent his sen to bless you, &c. on 
condifion of your turning every one of you 
from his migquities.” Turning them from thei: 
intquities, Peter calls the blessing ; but Obser- 

ver ca'ls it the conditions of the blessing. 
Again, we quoted a portion of scrip iure con 


BH cerning the first covenant. ** Behold the day: 
mh come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new 
ih covenant with the house of \srael and with the 
) house of Juduh—I will put my laws into their 
a mincs and write them ‘ntheir hearts,’ &c. ‘lo 
if wiom was tbe promise in the new covenant 
made, and what was the blessing contained in 
HW the promise ? It was made to Israel and Judah, 
/ and the blessing promised was as fallows, ‘I 
will put my laws into their bearts and write them 
} , in their minds.” But Observer supports that 


‘* Tsrae: and Judah stand here for the true peo- 
ple or church of God—and these, itis taken for 
granted had fulfilled and would continue to tul- 
il the condétions.’” But whereis the proprie- 
ty of tie Lord’s promising to *‘ the true peo 
ple, or church of God” who * had fu'filled and 
would continue to fulfil the conditions,” J will 
putny laws into their hearts and write them in 
their minds ; for ** thetrue people or church 
ot God, already, had the laws ot Ged in their 
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hearts, and written in their minds. We forbea: 
to pursue our remarks on the strange absurdi- 
ties whi! ipears to mark the labors of Ob- 
server tm bis attempt to evade the force of 
these scriptures. Neither is it necessary to 
enlarge our proof that what are frequently call- 
ed conditions of salvation such as conviction, 
conversion, repentance &c. &c. are wrovght in 
the heart by God. Observer says on this sub- 
ject that God **gives them pover, furnishes 
them with motives—draws them by his spirit— 
calls and admonishes them, to turn from their 
sins to himself.’’ We would not deny but that 
God works by means in operating on the mind. 
in reclaiming and turning his disobedient child - 
ren from their iniquities. But the werk is his, 
and Observer also says that he ‘* provided el- 
ficient means by giving his spirit to accomplish 
the gracious work.”’ Paul says ‘ all things are 
of God who hath reconciled us unto bimself’ 
by which we learn that God is the moving and 
efficient cause of our reconciliation. Notwith- 
standing Observer has in some of bis observa- 
tions attributed so much of a work of grace to 
God and to the influence of his holy spirit—yet 
he Was if other remarks. placed so much on 
man’s independent agency as renders him ca- 
pable of damning or saving himself; and to a 
remark we made on the uafortenate condition 
in which mankind are creaied and placed, Ob- 
server applies to us the reproof of the apostle. 
‘* Nay but O man who art thou that repliest a- 
gainst God—shall the thing formed say unto 
him that formedit, why bast thou made me 
thus?” When we suggest the impropriety of 
the idea that God created a portion of mankind 
under an irrevocable decree of reprobation the 
abeitors of this system immediately resert to 
the reproot of Paul ** Nay but O man who art 
thon that repliest against God?’ When we make 
‘similar suggestion concerning the improprie- 
ty of an opinion that God created men under 
such circumstances, and placed them in such 
conditions as will eventuate tn as great av evil 
fo a portion of them as calvinism itself, the 
same resoriis sought. Both Observer and cal- 
vinists force the reproof of Paul to shield these 
vulnerable points in their doctrines. Both Ob- 
server and calvinists are equally strenuous for 
the endless damnation of sinners, and all- the 
diflerence that we can discern between them, 
is, they want sinners damned in their owo w ay. 
For our part we cannot see how it is any bet- 
ter to be endlewsly miserable according to the 
doctrine of Observer, then according to the 
doctrine of calvinism, & we cannot believe that 
Paul designed, by any thing (hat he said,to shield 
these doctrines irom the point .of tiuth and 
reason that pierces them. Our rejoiner ap- 
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pears determined to mee jt eut that our seni- 
ment supposes that Cod must violate the nature 
of mon or their agency in order to save him. 
Bat he obtains nothing of this from what we 
have advance’. If we have suggested -any 
thing about viclation, it cannot be any thing 
more than an opinion that God may probably 
violate the sen iments of Otserver in order to 


save his offspring. 





Tothe Editor of the Candid Examiner. 
Sir.---It is some time since the following di 
alogne was comnutted topaper. It originated 
in aconversation the writer had with a new 
convert te the Calvinistic doctrine. and if it: ts 
worthy of aplace inthe Examiner, you are 

welcome to msert it. 

This new convert began by telling me he 
had fong been seeking for an easy religion, that 
he had read the works of Ballou and other an 
thors onthe subject oftoe * Restitution of all 
things,’ but that such aretigion would not do. 
I replied, that | believed it to be the gospel, 
and trankly acknowledged tt to be an easy reli- 
gien. Ist, becanse it was easily proven. >2d, 
because it brings to the reciptent thereof, peace, 
consolation, happiness. 3d. Because it prompts 
the reai believerto love the author of it, and 
all men os his brethren, it Hlls him with grati- 
tude, thanksgiving and adoration, to his kind 
and benifigent father in heaven.—That when 
he prays for the salvation of all men, he prays 
in tanh without doubting. 4th. It is an easy 
religion because our Lord Jesus Christ bath 
expressly said it was so. Mat. xi. 30. ‘** My 
yoke is easy, and my burthen is light.” The 
opposite term to easy must be uneasy ; if there. 
fore, you bave not found an easy religion, you 
must have found (if you have found avy reh- 
gion at all) an uneasy religion, and | pray God 
to preseive me fromsuch a predicament. He 
then began to talk about the woeful transgres- 
sion of old father Adam.—But | shall place the 
remainder in question» and answers, as they a 
rose in the conversation. ; 

Calvinist. Pray sir, tell me in what did the 
transgression of Adam consist ? 

Universalist. Ut consisted in disobedience—- 
in sinning against God's Holy law. Paul says 
‘* ‘The Jaw is holy, and the commandment holy 
just, and good.” 

Cal. What was the consequence of this trans- 
gression of Adam- was it not death ? 

Uni. It was moral guilt and death to the ia- 
mocence he was in before he sinned. 

Cal. Do you hold, sir, that Adam was subject 
to natural death prior to bis sinning ? 

Uni. | do—as* certainly as he was after he 
had sinned,—from this plain and self evident 























~~) 





Pad SON ET 1 —A—— 


reason, viz. had tre been formed wnmort 1, no 
act of his could have rendered him mortal.— 
Immartality cannot die. ; : 

Col. But, sir, did not Adam’s transgression 
reduce him to a state of total dopravity—and 
consequently his whole race yet in his loins ? 

Uni. No :—There is nothing either in scrip- 
ture or reason to support euch an idea, bat ev. 
ery thing to the contrary in both.—There ts 
not a word about total depravity within the lids 
ofthe Bible; and surely reason cannot find a 
shadow to support it.—As it relates to the sparz! 
if is rnpossible. 

Cal 1 am willing to go to the scriptures for 
evidence on this subject, but in matters of this 
high import, we heve nothing to do with reason 
—Why is it said then that * by Adam’s fall, we 
lost communion with God, are under his wrath 
and curse, and so made liable to all the miseries 
of this life, to death itself, and to the pains of 
Hell forever’’--If total depravity was not the 
consequence of Adams transgression ? 

Uni. The scripture is either founded in rea- 
son, and the just propriety of things; or else 
it has an unreasonable foundation, and is no 
guide to us-—We judge of this by that standard 
of reason which God hath given his rational 
creatures, or it might as well have been pre- 
sented to the brnte creation——Be this as it may 
—- your supposed quotafin from scriptare “ Ir 
Adam’s fall’? &c. is not to be found in the Bible 
--It is taken from the creeds of men. And 
the answer to the very next question in tic same 
creed, clearly and substantially refutes and de- 
stroys the preceding, viz. ‘** God having out of 
his mere good pleasure from all eternity elected 
some to everlasting life, did enter into a cove- 
nant of grace to deliver them out ofthe estate 
of sin and misery. and bring them into an es- 
tate af salvation by a Redeemer.” A mo- 
ments reflection will lead the weakest mind to 
discover a palpable contradiction in these two 
connected questious and answers in the Creed. 
But hear what Paul says on the subject of Ad- 
ums transgression 1 Cor, xv, 22. ‘For as in 
Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all be 
made alive.’’ Paul does not Sav—-uneven, or a 
part, in Christ shall such an uneven purt be 
made alive ; but to the extené of the conse- 
quences of Adams transgression, even so exten- 
sive shall all be made alive in Christ. 

Cal. But was there not a curse pronounced 
on Adam and Eve when they broke God’s Ho- 
ly law ? 

Uni. Not any :—The.only sentence recorded 
in scripture history of that transaction is—** Ip 
the dav that thou eatest thereof,thou shalt sure- 
ly die,” except the decision of their judze,after 
they had transgressed (See 3d chap. Gen. for 
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the whole verdict.) The whole sentence on 
hoth was of a temporal nature—There is not 
one word respecting misery ina future state 
of existence—uot one word about Hell or eter- 
val misery, or total depravity. Adam and Eve 
were made sobject to vanity—‘* not willingly 
but by reason of him who subjected the same 
in hope.” 

Itis not unreasonable to suppose ‘that the 
spirits of our frst Earthly Parents were griev- 
ed at the prospect before them: But hear the 
consolation their Heavenly Father pours into 
their wounded souls—he said, altbongh the 
serpent should bruise their heel, ** The seed 
efthe woman should bruise his head’? —des- 
troy him ofcourse, for we read of no remedy 
by which the brnised head of the serpent was 
ever to be healed ; but the wound in the heel, 
this seed of the woman, viz. Christ, was to 
heal,—as there is abundance of evidence in the 
scriptures to preve.—The serpent was cursed, 
the ground was cursed, but there was no curse 
pronounced on Adam or Eve.—There was no 
anathemas such as we hear from men---no vin- 
diclive wrath appears in the whole transaction, 
dooming Adam, or Eve, or their offspring, to 
endless misery ina world of spirits. Indeed 
such a sentence wou!d have violated every at- 
tribute all denominations of christians are wont 
to ascribe to Deity. 


Cal. Pray, sir, hofeould such a sentence as 
you have last mentioned violate the attributes of 
Deity ?-—Is it not right to suppese there may 
be acode of moral conduct for God, that would 
not be proper, nor could apply to man—That 
whatever the divine Being ordains or effects, 
must be right and good, merely because he is 
the agent—That his sovereignty renders him 
superior to every other rale but that of his own 
pleasure? In short, cannot Infinite Power, 
wisdom, justice, and goodness, do as he plea- 
ses ? 


Uni. God can to be sure do any thing he 
pleases, but can be please to do any thing con- 
trary to his nature ?—It is said, and I believe 
admitted by all, * That power is a principle or 
energy capable of producing certain effects ; 
and the power of an tntellizent being is the a- 
bility of performing some designed effect. And 
wisdom is understood to have the perception 
and means of application advpted tothe end in 
view. Itimphesa knowledge ofthe relation 


in which the several parts stand to each other, 
and the direction of this knowledge to complete 
a whole—Bounded by a strict line of justice, 
which is a disposition to render to all what is 
their due, 
ment beyond the deserts of the criminal, 


Justice will never inflict punish- 
and 
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) never deprives him of the god to which he has 


an undoubted claim—the whole bei ing circum- 
scribed by goodness asd love which promotes 
the welfare of others to the utmost extent of 
power.” 

!f God ins all these principles to perfection, 
can he do violence to them ; and have they 
not exactly the same import when applied to 
God, as in their application when applied to 

the characters of men —differing only in degree 
notin nature. Man is too good—teo merciful, 
to take aclub and maul has child to all Eternity, 
or as long as he lives: Yet there are men bad 
enough to say God will do this—yea! thut he 
had doomed them to eternal misery thousands 
of years before they badan existence. If any 
crime merits a touch of fire and brimstone it 
would seem that it belonged to them who give 
such a horrible character to our kind, merciful 
and benevolent Father in Heaven. 


Cal. But stop, sir, you forget that we are 
placed here in a finite scale, and are sinning a- 
gainst an Infinite Being, consequently our pun- 
ishment must be infinite—* Is not thy wicked- 
ness great ? And thy iniqnities Infinite ?"’ So it 
was said to Job of old—and why so, if he was 
not totally depraved ? 


Uni. It 18 a very strange idea to suppose that 
a finite beng can commit an Infinite sin—A mo- 
ment’s sober reflection must convince any man, 
not bound up with prejudice and superstition, 
that the thing supposed, is impossible. B»- 
sides it was a le told to Job, and denoinced as 
such by the Almighty—See Job xh. 7. ** Aud 
it was so, that after the Lord had spoken the-e 
words unio Job, the Lord said unto Eliphaz, 
the timnite, my wrath is kindled against thee, 
and against thy two friends, for ye have pot 
spoken of me the thing that is right as my s«r- 
vant Job hath.” Consequently the infinity of 
sin isnot proven from the book of Jub, and 
there is not another word on the subject from 
the beginning of the Bible tothe end of the 
same. but let us questiona little farther, tins 
idea of total depravity, an’ see it the signitica- 
tion of the terms taken together, do not prove 
too much for those who contend for this dar- 
ling hypothesis——and instead of lauding their 
subjects agreeably to their wishes, in never en- 
ding msery, whether it will not prove total on- 
nthilation ? Depravity is detined by our Lexi- 
cograpters to be ** corruption.”” The word 
total. signifies ‘‘ the whole, ali ;” therefore the 
terms total depravity, is literally and physical- 
ly total corruption, and consequently is tanta- 
mount to anniliulation. ‘he candid, rational 
mind will acknowledge this conclusion to be @ 
self evident fact. That the earthly part of man 
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‘he whole || with a loud voice, ‘' Fire, fire, the ship’s on 





Is depraved,no one willdispute,bal’! 
man is so, there isnoeviderce either tn serip- 
ture or reason to induce usto believe. Besides, 
if troe, it would render man vot worth saving. 
A filthy garment may be wased cican, bot if to- 
tally filthy it would be annihilated in the opera- 
tho: ‘Lhe Lord would not bave said tc man, 
‘© ome now and let us reason together, saith 


the Le Though your sins be as searlet, they 
shai he white as snow; though they be red 
like crimson. they shall be as wool.” J be eye 
oi the Lord ningun stronably saw some soundness 
About men. or be would not have made the a- 
bove declaration, or have sent his son down 


from heaven to “ wash us from our sins.” If, 
your viea. if was just that all 
were move lable to misery. @eath and the 
pains of hell turever. by the ‘ransgression of 
Adawi: where is the justice to be found (except 
in tie breasts of vindictive men.) that selects a 
few out of this number, for salvation throngh a 
Redeemer ? It is a total vielation of every cor- 
rect idea of the attribate of justice--It destrovs 
the principle of goodness altogether. Love 
is a chimera, Mercy vengeance, and troth an 
empty seunc. 

Cal. Sir. this is what | should call carnal rea 
song, and has no reation with the scrip- 
tures of truth—to the carnal mind it may be 
difficult, but to the e/ect it amounts to nothing~ 
we have a surer foundation to stand upon. 

Uni. Yes, a svrer foundation than the scrip 
ture- and reason !—The creeds of men, the 
Saybrook platform, it you choose, But, sir, 
true and natu: al reasoning is not carnal, it is 
such as our biessed Redeemer made use of 


ecards to 


when teachivg the people. * What man is 
there of you, whom if bis son ask bread will 
give him a stone ? or ifbe ask a fish will he 


aive hinya serpent 7’ &c. God is the author of 
nature andolreason, and he bath bound the 
laws of the one, by the other; and in reasoning 
in this connection, is rensoning from what we 
know, and is not carnal, bat Godly. Shall man 
ve placed in the same scale with the brute cre. 
ation, whose pursuits commence and cease with 
animal gratificctton ? Never. Reason carries 
man beyond the Bounds of this life, and it must 
be a carnal end devilish reasoning, that send- 
him toa place of never ending torments— 
thereby violating God’s eternal Justice, wis- 
dom, goodress and mercy. 

Ilere the conversation ended. 

A UNIVERSALIST. 
Sheshequin, Oct. 34, 1826. 
THE TRKRANSPOR’ 

A low, confined growling noise, was hear« 

Hruggling beneath. the deck, and a sailor cried 
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fire !’ Holy words died on the prayer’s tongue, 
the congregation fell asunder ; and pale faces, 
wild eyes, groans, shricks and ontcries, rent 
the silence of the lonesome sea. No one fora 
while knew the other, as all were burried as 
in» whirhvind up and down the ship. A heat, 
alt unlike the warmth of that beautitul sun, 
came stifling on every breath. Mothers, whe 
in their first (error had shuddered but for them- 
selves, now clasped their infants to their breasts 
and lifted up ibeir eyes to heaven. Behold, 
brave men grew white as ashes, and hands 
strengthened by toil and storm trembled like 
the aspen leaf. ‘« Gone, gone, we are all gone!” 
was now the cry, vet no one knew whence that 
cry came ; and men glared reproachfally on 
each other’s countenance, and strove to keep 
down the aucible beatings of their own hearts. 
The desperate love of life drove them instinc- 
tively to their stations, and water was poured, 
usby the strength of giants, dewn among the 
mouldering flames. But the devouring element 
roared upinto the air; and the deck, mast, 
sails and shrouds, were one cracking and his - 
sing sheet of fire. ; 

** Let down the boat !’’ was now the yell of 


hoarse voices , and in an instant she was. filled 


There was a frantic ieaping into 
fast drowning mo 
t litte ark. So 


with life. 
sea : and all wh 
convulsively tow 
sunk down at once.to 
at nothing with their disappearing hands ; some 
seized in vain, unquenced pieces ofthe wreck; 
some would have fain saved a friend almost in 
the last agonies ; and some, strong in a savage 
despairtore from the clenched fingers that 
would have dragged them down, and forgot in 
fear both love and pity. 

Enveloped in flame and smoke, yet insensi- 
ble as a corpse to the burning, a frantic mother 
threw down her babe among the crew ; and as 
it fell among the upward oars unharmed, shes 
shrieked out a prayer of thanksgiving. *‘* Go 
‘husband go ; for! am content to die! Oh! live, 
live, my husband for our Willy’s sake.”” But 
in the prime of life, and with his manly bosom 
full of health and hope, the husband looked but 
for a moment till he saw his children were safe 
and then taking his young wife in his arms, sat 
down beneath the fragments of the burning sail 
with the rest that were resigned, never more to 
rise up till (he sound of the last trompet, where 
the faithful and the afflicted shall be raised to 
breath forever empyrean air, 

Edinburgh. Tat Gaz. 











COUNCIL OF CONSTANCE, 
The amasing author, of * Hints to my coun-* 
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yack-knife ran to bis wagon, 
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trymen,’ gives the following account of John | 


{Hues and the council of Constance ; 

" John Hoss was born near Prague, in Bo- 
heniu, about the year $576; condemned to 
death for freedom of discussion in the protes- 
tant cause by the council of Constance, in the 
year 3414, at which were assembled, archbish- 
ops and bishops, three hundred and forty-six ; 
abbots and doctora,five hundred; earls, knights, 
eqirea, sixteen thousand ; common women, 
four hundred aud Alty ; barbers, six bundred 
musicians, cooks and jesters, three hoadred 
andtwenty, A noble assembly indeed ! to con- 
demn an honest man to death for opinion’s sake 
and then te lead himito the slaughter, with a 
paper cap on his head, painted with the forms 
of horrid devils, that he might, by foretaste 
while life yet lingered, endure the pangs of ike 
infernal regions! When death had done ita ef. 
fice, and there was no visible remnant of the 
sufferer but his hot ashes, these they gathered 
up and spread upon the waters of the Khine.”’ 





RIGHTLY SERVED, 

§ Ira ripe for fan, and up io all sorts of de 
viltry,” seid a fellow who went recently to a 
Campeweeting near Lebanon, dete sunued tk 
have a frolic; ,f Vmripe for fun—Um hanged 
ae aint! an’ if i can mh. pear the wagons, or 

finge: the harness | guess PH play + trick 


these plagey methedisis. Halio. Jim! | tell 
P01 what; I’ve ashape e, end feel as if ic 


Nike to cut up some! or others now if yo: 

will gt some of their harness, I vow Cl make 

short work of it!’ Now Jim hked fun as wei! 
as aby body, and as bis croney was about to 
quiz the methodists. he thought it would be a 
good time to play atrick on bim: so off Jim 
startes. but soon re-appeared with harness and 
other matiers, whereon his comrade might ex- 
ercise ai ence his husaor and his jack-knife, In 
atwinkiteg, the reins Sc. were in shreds; and 
the jack-kuife waa wbout to be closed, when a 
hearty yaw-haw-haw-—rivalling the horse laugh 
of a Comimupipaw negro, conyulsed the sides of 
Jim, Suspecting the cause, the hero of the 
aad found (oh dire 
mishap !) it was not the harness of a ‘ plaguy 
methodist,’’ but bis own, which he had just cut 


up. 


From the Kilkenny, (Ireland) Independent. 

“Thousands of wretches, whom one with ve- 
ry little effort of imagination might mistake for 
resuscitated skeletons, are to be seen from 
morning urtil night, seated on the flags of our 
public streets, gazing at each other with that 
vacant and desponding look which bespeaks the 
axtinctiop of almost every hope.” 
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Oue of the eetublisbed ministers of tha eoa- 
pel, he ‘ppentog ia be ie company with un itine. 
raat pre achey, asked the following question 
© How dees it hy appon that you have 0 more 
doct tors of diyiafiy im your conuection 7” © Ba. 
eause,”’ said the jtinerant, our divinity is ney: 


‘ a 
er Sich, “ 
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4 MO’ ; HE RIS GRIER. 
J Sketch trom Dife. 

To mark the suilerings « tihe babe 
That cannot speak its woe ; 

To eee the infant tears gush forth 
Yet know not why they flow ; 

To meet the meek uplitted eye, 
That froin would ask relie# ¢ 

Yer can but tell of agony—~ 
Thisisa mother’s grief, 


Yhrough dreary days and darker nights, 
ie trace the march ot death ; 

To bear the faint and frequent sigh, 
The quick and ehortcned hyeath ; 

Vo watch the lastdread strife draw near, 
And pray that etroggle briet 

Shough all is ended with its close~- 
This is a mother’s grief! 


To see iu one short hour, decayed 
The haope of future years ; — 
Yo fee} how vain a father’s prayers 
How vain a mother’s tears ; 

To think the cold grave now must close 
O’er what was once the chief 

Of all the treasured joys of earth— 
This is a mother’s grief ! 

Yet, when the first wiid throb 1s past 
Of anguish and despair, 

To lift the eye of faith to heaven, 
And think, ‘my child isthere ;" 

This best can dry the gushing tears, 
This yields the heart relief ; 

Unti! a christian’s pious hope 
O’ercomes a mother’s grief ! 





Mr. Doolittle designs to preach in Sheshe 
quin, Bradford co, Pa on the 20th. 
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